Commercial board Meeting MINUTES

April 19, 2012
The regular monthly meeting of the Board was called to order at 9:30 a.m. in the Conference Room of the Board’s offices, Baton Rouge, Louisiana. 

 Members of the Board present:


Byron Talbot, Chairman


Vic Weston, Vice Chairman




 




Lloyd “Chip” Badeaux







Nelson A. “Andy” Dupuy, Jr. 







Courtney Fenet, Jr. 







August Gallo, Jr. 







Kenneth Jones 







Donald G. Lambert







Garland Meredith 







Christopher Stuart







Art O. Walker   

Mr. George L. Crain, Jr., Mr. Danny Graham and Mr. Lee Mallett were absent. 

Finding a quorum present, the regular order of business began.

Also attending the meeting were: Michael B. McDuff, Executive Director; Judge Darrell White, Retired, Hearing Officer; Stephanie Laborde, Board Attorney; and from the staff, Bobbie Hughes, Emma Payne, Lori Guthrie, Sharon Fabre, Deborah Irwin, Doug Traylor, Bertha Jenkins, Kelli Prudhomme, Lizzie Armstrong, John Dixon and Marian Thigpen; Compliance Director Brent Templet; Compliance Supervisor Lynwood Allemore; and Investigators, Chris Verges, William Valentine, Todd Brady, Frank Vaughan, Mark Williamson, Carl Bourque, and Greg Perrin; and Keri Dupont, recording the minutes.

Mr. August Gallo, Jr. led the members and audience in the Pledge of Allegiance.  

Judge Darrell White gave the invocation. 

Judge Darrell White then introduced himself, and advised those present of his duties.

A. A Motion was made by Mr. Lambert and was seconded by Mr. Gallo to accept 




the Minutes of the March 15, 2012 regular meeting.  The Motion passed. 

B. Mr. Michael McDuff introduced special guests, Mr. Bill Croft, Mr. Mark Palmer, Mr. Ken Naquin, Mr. Toby Garcia, Mr. Jessie Wells, newly hired investigator, and the newly hired IT Director, Mr. John Dixon. 
NEW BUSINESS
C.
JUDGMENT HEARING(S):

1. George Bagley, St. Joseph, Louisiana – Consideration of an alleged violation for having a judgment which was rendered by the 6th Judicial District Court, Number 23132 (B), Parish of Tensas, on October 17, 2011, holder of commercial contractor’s license number 25475, ordered to pay $11,943.86, plus interest and fees in favor of Southern Pipe & Supply Company, Inc.  La. R.S. 37:2192 Sec. 115 (C) Rules and Regulations of the Board.

Ms. Laborde read the allegations against George Bagley and asked if there was a 
representative present.


There was no response.    

Ms. Laborde informed the Board that a letter was received from Mr. Bagley stating he wished to surrender his license. 

A Motion was made by Mr. Lambert which was seconded by Mr. Stuart to accept the surrender.  The Motion passed.  

2. Larry P. Bellard, Broussard, Louisiana – Consideration of an alleged violation for having a judgment which was rendered by the 22nd Judicial District Court, Number 2011-11980 (J), Parish of St. Tammany, on April 7, 2011, holder of commercial contractor’s license number 34165, ordered to pay $34,299.48, plus interest and fees in favor of LCR-M Limited Partnership.  La. R.S. 37:2192 Sec. 115 (C) Rules and Regulations of the Board.
Ms. Laborde read the allegations against Larry P. Bellard and asked if there was a representative present.
Mr. Larry Bellard appeared and was sworn in.      
Mr. Frank White, attorney, appeared on behalf of the Judgment Creditor.

Ms. Laborde offered the Judgment, which was admitted into the record by Judge White.   

Mr. Bellard asked the Board for six months to satisfy the Judgment. 

A Motion was made by Mr. Weston which was seconded by Mr. Clouatre to give Larry P. Bellard 60 days to resolve or work out an arrangement to satisfy the Judgment.  If it is not satisfied within 60 days, the Board instructed the staff to immediately revoke the license Larry P. Bellard.   The Motion passed.

3. C Core, Inc., Rayne, Louisiana – Consideration of an alleged violation for having a judgment which was rendered by the 15th Judicial District Court, Number 2011-11013 (B), Parish of Acadia, on October 27, 2011, holder of commercial contractor’s license number 45356 and residential contractor’s license 88235, ordered to pay $7,324.88, plus interest and fees in favor of LCR-M Limited Partnership.  La. R.S. 37:2192 Sec. 115 (C) Rules and Regulations of the Board.
Ms. Laborde read the allegations against C CORE, Inc. and asked if there was a representative present.
There was no representative present.    
Mr. Frank White appeared on behalf of the Judgment Creditor.

Ms. Laborde offered the Judgment into evidence, which was admitted into the record by Judge White.   

A Motion was made by Mr. Weston which was seconded by Mr. Clouatre to revoke the license of C CORE, Inc.   The Motion passed.

4. Kat’s Kooling A/C & Heating, LLC, Slidell, Louisiana – Consideration of an alleged violation for having a judgment which was rendered by the 22nd Judicial District Court, Number 2011-10075 (I), Parish of St. Tammany, on April 29th, 2011, holder of commercial contractor’s license number 45780, ordered to pay $5,018.43, plus interest and fees in favor of Jackson Supply Company.  La. R.S. 37:2192 Sec. 115 (C) Rules and Regulations of the Board.
Ms. Laborde read the allegations against Kat’s Kooling A/C & Heating, LLC and asked if there was a representative present.
No representative was present. 
Mr. Frank White, attorney, appeared on behalf of the Judgment Creditor.

Ms. Laborde offered the Judgment into evidence, which was admitted into the record by Judge White.   
A Motion was made by Mr. Clouatre which was seconded by Mr. Weston to give Kat’s Kooling A/C & Heating, LLC 60 days to resolve or work out an arrangement to satisfy the Judgment.  If it is not satisfied within 60 days, the Board instructed the staff to immediately revoke the license of Kat’s Kooling A/C & Heating, LLC.   The Motion passed.

5. Pelican State Construction, Inc, Baker, Louisiana – Consideration of an alleged violation for having a judgment which was rendered by the 19th Judicial District Court, Number 559032 (D), Parish of East Baton Rouge, on April 26, 2011, holder of commercial contractor’s license number 24379, ordered to pay $6,710.99, plus interest and fees in favor of McConnell Brick & Block Company, Inc.  La. R.S. 37:2192 Sec. 115 (C) Rules and Regulations of the Board.
Ms. Laborde read the allegations against Pelican State Construction, Inc. and asked if there was a representative present.
No representative was present. 
Ms. Nancy Richeaux appeared on behalf of the Judgment Creditor and asked for a 90 day order.

Ms. Laborde offered the Judgment into evidence, which was admitted into the record by Judge White.   
A Motion was made by Mr. Clouatre which was seconded by Mr. Weston to give Pelican State Construction, Inc. 90 days to resolve or work out an arrangement to satisfy the Judgment.  If it is not satisfied within 90 days, the Board instructed the staff to immediately revoke the license of  Pelican State Construction, Inc.   The Motion passed.

6. True Wall Enterprises, LLC, Marrero, Louisiana – Consideration of an alleged violation for having a judgment which was rendered by the City Court, City of Baton Rouge, Number 11-07944-C, Parish of East Baton Rouge, on October 4, 2011, holder of commercial contractor’s license number 39633, ordered to pay $9,417.10, plus interest and fees in favor of National Polyfab Company, Inc.  La. R.S. 37:2192 Sec. 115 (C) Rules and Regulations of the Board.
Ms. Laborde read the allegations against True Wall Enterprises, LLC, and asked if there was a representative present.
No representative was present. 
Mr. Frank White, attorney, appeared on behalf of the Judgment Creditor.

Mr. White informed the Board that the outstanding Judgment had been satisfied.  
The Board took no action on this matter. 
D.  Compliance Hearing(S): 

1. Bridgestone Construction Co., Inc., New Orleans, Louisiana – Consideration of an alleged violation for having problems relating to the ability of the contractor, its qualifying party, or any of its principal owners or principal shareholders to engage in the business of contracting, as demonstrated by their prior contracting business experience, at but not limited to, 2839 Law Street ($99,950.00), New Orleans, Louisiana.  La. R.S. 37:2158 (A)(9).
Ms. Hughes read the allegations against Bridgestone Construction Co., Inc. and asked if a representative was present.  
Mr. Dupuy recused himself. 

Mr. Ephraim Opara, appeared, was sworn in, and denied the allegations.            
Ms. Laborde called Mr. Mark Williamson, Investigator, to the stand and he was sworn in.  

Mr. Williamson briefed the Board of his findings.     

Ms. Laborde reviewed the exhibit book with Mr. Williamson and asked that it be entered into the record.

Judge White accepted the exhibit book into the record.  
Mr. Opara made a statement to the Board.    
A Motion was made by Mr. Lambert and was seconded by Mr. Stuart to defer the matter against Bridgestone Construction Co., Inc.  The Motion passed.   
2.
American Standard Foundation Repair of Southern Louisiana, LLC, New Orleans, Louisiana – Consideration of an alleged violation for constructing residence(s) or performing home improvements without possessing a Louisiana State residential building license, at but not limited to, 3440 Dickens ($160,000.00), New Orleans, Louisiana  La. R.S. 37:2167 (A).
Ms. Hughes read the allegations against American Standard Foundation Repair of Southern Louisiana, LLC and asked if a representative was present.  
Mr. Dupuy recused himself. 

No representative was present.  
Ms. Laborde called Mr. Lynwood Allemore, Investigator, to the stand and he was sworn in.  

Mr. Allemore briefed the Board of his findings.     

Ms. Laborde reviewed the exhibit book with Mr. Allemore and asked that it be entered into the record.

Judge White accepted the exhibit book into the record.  
A Motion was made by Mr. Clouatre which was seconded by Mr. Lambert to find American Standard Foundation Repair of Southern Louisiana, LLC in violation.  The Motion passed.  
A Motion was made by Mr. Clouatre which was seconded by Mr. Lambert to fine American Standard Foundation Repair of Southern Louisiana, LLC the maximum penalty, court costs, and license revocation.  The Motion passed.  
3.
a)
Ernest R. Blackwell d/b/a Professional Remodeling Specialists, Metairie, Louisiana – Consideration of an alleged violation for having problems relating to your ability as the contractor, its qualifying party, or any of its principal owners or principal shareholders to engage in the business of contracting, as demonstrated by their prior contracting business experience, in the total amount of $831,100.00, at but not limited to, 4033 Velie Street ($81,400.00), 13342 Dwyer Boulevard ($100,000.00), 7732 Dorsett Drive ($130,000.00), and 4628 Francisco Verret Drive ($90,000.00), New Orleans, Louisiana; 5591 Highway 56 ($120,000.00) and 108 Jane Street ($104,000.00), Chauvin, Louisiana, 9457 Cabildo Lane ($86,500.00), Westwego, Louisiana, and 419 Avenue F ($119,200.00), Marrero, Louisiana. La. R.S. 37:2158 (A)(9).

Items 3 (a) & 3(b) were consolidated without objection from counsel.  

b)
Professional Shoring Elevations, LLC, Metairie, Louisiana – Consideration of an alleged violation for constructing residence(s) or performing home improvements without possessing a Louisiana State Residential Contracting license, in the total amount of $950,800.00, at but not limited to, 1355 Dr. Beatrous Road, Theriot, Louisiana ($143,000.00), 3401 Catalina Drive ($102,000.00), 4659 Coronado Drive ($130,000.00), 3413 Catalina Drive ($100,000.00), 7150 Renaissance Street ($150,000.00), and 1331 Shirley Drive ($80,800.00) in New Orleans, Louisiana, 5837 Segnette ($115,000.00), Marrero, Louisiana, and 3829 Clover Lane ($130,000.00) Harvey, Louisiana.  La. R.S. 37:2167 (A).
        Mr. Dupuy recused himself. 

Ms. Hughes read the allegations against Professional Shoring Elevations, LLC and 
asked if a representative was present.  

Ms. Teresa Hatfield, attorney, appeared on behalf of Professional Shoring Elevations, 
LLC. 

Mr. Ernest Blackwell, Owner, appeared, was sworn in, and denied the allegations.    


Ms. Laborde called Mr. Mark Williamson, Investigator, to the stand.  


Mr. Williamson briefed the Board of his findings.     


Ms. Laborde reviewed the exhibit book with Mr. Williamson, and asked that it be entered into 
the record.


Judge White accepted the exhibit book into the record.  

Ms. Hatfield questioned Mr. Williamson, and Ms. Laborde rested.  


Ms. Hatfield called Mr. Blackwell to the stand and questioned him, and Mr. Blackwell made 
a statement to the Board.   


A Motion was made with regards to the allegations referenced in matter 3 (a) by Mr. Meredith 
which was seconded by Mr. Gallo to defer the matter for 60 days in order to provide the 
Board with the additional documents requested.  The Motion passed.   

A Motion was made by Mr. Meredith which was seconded by Mr. Gallo to find 
Professional Shoring Elevations, LLC in violation of the matters referenced in matter 
3(b).  The Motion passed.  


A Motion was made with regards to the allegations referenced in matter 3 (b) by Mr. 
Meredith which was seconded by Mr. Lambert to fine Professional Shoring Elevations, 
LLC 5% of each violation plus court costs.  The Motion passed.  Mr. Fenet objected.    
4.
a)
Garrett Greene, DeRidder, Louisiana – Consideration of an alleged violation for bidding and/or contracting to perform work without possessing a Louisiana State contractor’s license, at but not limited to, Subway project ($257,072.07), Kinder, Louisiana.  La. R.S. 37:2160 (A)(1). 

Ms. Hughes read the allegations against GARRETT GREENE and 
asked if a representative 
was present.   


Mr. Garrett Greene, appeared, was sworn in, and entered a no contest plea.


A Motion was made by Mr. Meredith which was seconded by Mr. Clouatre to accept the plea.  The Motion passed.   



A Motion was made by Mr. Meredith which was seconded by Mr. Stuart to fine GARRETT GREENE $500.00 plus court costs.  The Motion passed.  

b)
Singer Construction, L.L.C., DeRidder, Louisiana – Consideration of an alleged violation for entering into a contract with an unlicensed contractor to perform work, at but not limited to, Subway project ($103,000.00), Kinder, Louisiana. La. R. S. 37:2158 (A)(4).

Ms. Hughes read the allegations against SINGER CONSTRUCTION, LLC and asked if a 
representative was present.   


Mr. Leslie Mudd, appeared, was sworn in, and entered a no contest plea.


A Motion was made by Mr. Meredith which was seconded by Mr. Clouatre to accept the plea.  The Motion passed.   



A Motion was made by Mr. Meredith which was seconded by Mr. Fenet to fine SINGER CONSTRUCTION, LLC court costs.  The Motion passed.  

c)
Carlton Construction Company, Inc., Kinder, Louisiana – Consideration of an alleged violation for entering into a contract with an unlicensed contractor to perform work, at but not limited to, Subway project ($20,000.00), Kinder, Louisiana.  La. R.S. 37:2158 (A)(4).

Ms. Hughes read the allegations against CARLTON CONSTRUCTION COMPANY, INC. 
and asked if a representative was present.   


Mr. Carlton Savant, appeared, was sworn in, and entered a no contest plea.


A Motion was made by Mr. Meredith which was seconded by Mr. Clouatre to accept the plea.  The Motion passed.   



A Motion was made by Mr. Meredith which was seconded by Mr. Fenet to fine CARLTON CONSTRUCTION COMPANY, INC. plus court costs.  The Motion passed.  

d)
Total Plumbing Co., Ragley, Louisiana - Consideration of an alleged violation for entering into a contract with an unlicensed contractor to perform work, at but not limited to, Subway project ($21,750.00), Kinder, Louisiana.  La. R.S. 37:2158 (A)(4).

Ms. Hughes read the allegations against TOTAL PLUMBING CO. and asked if a 
representative was present.   


Mr. Randal Fontenot, appeared, was sworn in, and entered a no contest plea.


A Motion was made by Mr. Meredith which was seconded by Mr. Clouatre to accept the plea.  The Motion passed.   



A Motion was made by Mr. Meredith which was seconded by Mr. Fenet to fine TOTAL PLUMBING CO. court costs.  The Motion passed.  

e)
Loftin Electric Company, L.L.C. d/b/a Loftin Electric L.L.C., Lake Charles, Louisiana – Consideration of an alleged violation for entering into a contract with an unlicensed contractor in an “unlicensed name” to perform work, at but not limited to, Subway project ($17,500.00), Kinder, Louisiana.  La. R.S. 37:2158 (A)(4) and Sec.109  Rules and Regulations of the Board.

Ms. Hughes read the allegations against Loftin Electric Company, L.L.C. d/b/a Loftin 
Electric L.L.C and asked if a 
representative was present.   


Mr. Scott Lofton, appeared, was sworn in, and entered a no contest plea.


A Motion was made by Mr. Meredith which was seconded by Mr. Clouatre to accept the plea.  The Motion passed.   



A Motion was made by Mr. Meredith which was seconded by Mr. Fenet to fine Loftin Electric Company, L.L.C. d/b/a Loftin Electric L.L.C $500.00 plus court costs for each offense.  The Motion passed.  

f)
Michael G. King d/b/a King Air, Dry Creek, Louisiana – Consideration of an alleged violation for entering into a contract with an unlicensed contractor in an “unlicensed name” to perform work, at but not limited to, Subway project ($13,000.00), Kinder, Louisiana.  La. R.S. 37:2158 (A)(4) and Sec.109  Rules and Regulations of the Board.

Ms. Hughes read the allegations against Michael G. King d/b/a King Air and presented the 
Board with a settlement offer.  

A Motion was made by Mr. Lambert which was seconded by Mr. Badeaux to accept the offer.  
The Motion passed.  
5. 
a)
Mackie Reaux Construction, Inc., Youngsville, Louisiana - Consideration of an alleged violation for entering into a contract with an unlicensed contractor to perform work, at but not limited to, Pizza Village Restaurant project ($1,100,000.00), Lafayette, Louisiana.  La. R.S. 37:2158 (A)(4).

Ms. Hughes read the allegations against Mackie Reaux Construction, Inc. and presented 
the 
Board with a settlement offer.  

A Motion was made by Mr. Dupuy which was seconded by Mr. Walker to accept the offer.  
The Motion passed.  

b)
John Gillory, Opelousas, Louisiana – Consideration of an alleged violation for bidding and/or performing commercial construction without possessing a Louisiana State contractor’s license, at but not limited to, Pizza Village Restaurant project ($88,545.00), Lafayette, Louisiana.  La. R.S. 37:2160 (A)(1).

Ms. Hughes read the allegations against John Gillory and presented the Board with a 
settlement offer.  

A Motion was made by Mr. Dupuy which was seconded by Mr. Walker to accept the offer.  
The Motion passed.  
6.
a)
Mark Doyle Construction, LLC, Bossier City, Louisiana - Consideration of an alleged violation for entering into a contract with an unlicensed contractor to perform a scope of work, at but not limited to, SporTran project ($250,000.00), Shreveport, Louisiana.  La. R.S. 37:2158 (A)(4).

Ms. Hughes read the allegations against Mark Doyle Construction, LLC and asked if a 
representative was present.   

Mr. Mark Doyle appeared, was sworn in, and denied the allegations.    


Ms. Laborde called Mr. William Valentine, Investigator, to the stand.  


Mr. Valentine briefed the Board of his findings.     


Ms. Laborde reviewed the exhibit book with Mr. Valentine, and asked that it be entered into 
the record.


Judge White accepted the exhibit book into the record.  

Mr. Doyle made a statement to the Board. 


A Motion was made by Mr. Lambert which was seconded by Mr. Jones to dismiss the 
matter against Mark Doyle Construction, LLC.  The Motion passed.  

b)
Harvey R. Madrigal d/b/a Specialty Tree Care, Shreveport, Louisiana – Consideration of an alleged violation for bidding and/or contracting to perform a scope of work without possessing a Louisiana State contractor’s license, at but not limited to, SporTran project ($55,000.00), Shreveport, Louisiana.  La. R.S. 37:2160 (A)(1).

Ms. Hughes read the allegations against Harvey R. Madrigal d/b/a Specialty Tree Care, 
and asked if a representative was present.   

Mr. Harvey Madrigal appeared, was sworn in, and denied the allegations.    


Ms. Laborde called Mr. William Valentine, Investigator, to the stand.  


Mr. Valentine briefed the Board of his findings.     


Ms. Laborde reviewed the exhibit book with Mr. Valentine, and asked that it be entered into 
the record.


Judge White accepted the exhibit book into the record.   


A Motion was made by Mr. Lambert which was seconded by Mr. Jones to dismiss the matter 
against Harvey R. Madrigal d/b/a Specialty Tree Care.  The Motion passed.   
7.
a)
Plus One Construction, L.L.C., Baton Rouge, Louisiana - Consideration of an alleged violation for entering into a contract with an unlicensed contractor to perform work, at but not limited to, Furniture Mart project ($319,054.00), Lafayette, Louisiana.  La. R.S. 37:2158 (A)(4).

Ms. Hughes read the allegations against Plus One Construction, LLC, and asked if a 
representative was present.   

Mr. Frederick Embaugh appeared, was sworn in, and denied the allegations.    


Ms. Laborde called Ms. Marianne Sullivan, Investigator, to the stand where she was sworn in.  


Ms. Sullivan briefed the Board of her findings.     


Ms. Laborde reviewed the exhibit book with Ms. Sullivan, and asked that it be entered into 
the record.


Judge White accepted the exhibit book into the record.  

Mr. Embaugh made a statement to the Board, and changed his plea to no contest.

A Motion was made by Mr. Clouatre which was seconded by Mr. Meredith to accept the plea.  
The Motion passed.   



A Motion was made by Mr. Lambert which was seconded by Mr. Jones to allow Plus One Construction, LLC to accept the terms of the Act 725 settlement offer.  The Motion passed.

b)
Mark A. Rushing d/b/a Master Electric, Denham Springs, Louisiana - Consideration of an alleged violation for bidding and/or contracting to perform work in an “unlicensed name”, at but not limited to, Furniture Mart project ($18,800.00), Baton Rouge, Louisiana.  La. R.S. 37:2192 and Sec. 109 of the Rules and Regulations of the Board.

Ms. Hughes read the allegations against Mark A. Rushing d/b/a Master Electric and 
asked if a representative was present.   

Mr. Mark Rushing was sworn in, and entered a no contest plea.    

A Motion was made by Mr. Meredith which was seconded by Mr. Weston to accept the plea.  
The Motion passed.   



A Motion was made by Mr. Lambert which was seconded by Mr. Jones to allow Mark A. Rushing d/b/a Master Electric LLC to accept the terms of the Act 725 settlement offer.   The Motion passed.
8.
William A. Sykes d/b/a Sykes Electric, St. Francisville, Louisiana – Consideration of an alleged violation for bidding and/or contracting to perform work in an “unlicensed name”, at but not limited to, The Highlands Bank ($25,000.00), Jackson, Louisiana.  La. R.S. 37:2192 Sec. 109 (A) Rules and Regulations of the Board.

Item has been continued.  

9.
M & M Enterprise Group, LLC, New Orleans, Louisiana - Consideration of an alleged violation for failure to provide the requested documentation during the time afforded for work on the project located 4701 Bundy Road ($33,564.33), New Orleans, Louisiana.  La. R.S. 37:2192 and  Sec. 101 of the (A) Rules and Regulations.
Ms. Hughes read the allegations against M & M Enterprise Group, LLC, and asked if a representative was present.   
Mr. Mike Spears, appeared, was sworn in, and denied the allegations.    

Ms. Laborde called Mr. Brent Templet, Compliance Supervisor, to the stand where he was sworn in.  

Mr. Templet briefed the Board of his findings.     
Mr. Spears made a statement to the Board. 

A Motion was made by Mr. Lambert which was seconded by Mr. Stuart to dismiss the matter against M & M Enterprise Group, LLC.  The Motion passed.   
10.
Dan-Son Developers, LLC, Bogalusa, Louisiana – Consideration of an alleged violation of willfully misrepresented a material fact in obtaining its State commercial license number 50830 and State residential building license number 880221. La. R.S. 37:2158 (A)(2).  

Item has been continued. 

11.
Castillo Construction, LLC, Metairie, Louisiana – Consideration of an alleged violation of willfully misrepresented a material fact in obtaining its State commercial license number 48712.  La. R.S. 37:2158 (A)(2).
Ms. Hughes read the allegations against Castillo Construction, LLC, and asked if a representative was present.   
Mr. Ken Rathburn, attorney, appeared and presented the Board with a settlement offer. 
A Motion was made by Mr. Lambert which was seconded by Mr. Clouatre to accept the offer extended on behalf of Castillo Construction, LLC.  The Motion passed.     
12.
X-Treme Maintenance, LLC, Baton Rouge, Louisiana – Consideration of an alleged violation for having problems relating to the ability of the contractor, its qualifying party, or any of its principal owners or principal shareholders to engage in the business of contracting, as demonstrated by their prior contracting business experience, at but not limited to, 6474 LaSalle Avenue ($70,420.00), Baton Rouge, Louisiana.  La. R.S. 37:2158 (A)(9).
Ms. Hughes read the allegations against X-Treme Maintenance, LLC, and informed the Board she had spoken with counsel who requested  a continuance.  

A Motion was made by Mr. Lambert which was seconded by Mr. Clouatre to reset the matter for the June hearing.  The Motion passed.  
13.
Gregory Daniel Huskey, New Orleans, Louisiana – Consideration of an alleged for having problems relating to the ability of the contractor, its qualifying party, or any of its principal owners or principal shareholders to engage in the business of contracting, as demonstrated by their prior contracting business experience, at but not limited to, 136 Jeanne Drive ($130,000.00), Avondale, Louisiana. La. R.S. 37:2158 (A)(9).

Item has been continued.
14.
C W & W Contractors, Inc., Sibley, Louisiana – Consideration of an alleged violation for performing work not included in the classification under which the license was issued, at but not limited to, Louisville Avenue Corridor Enhancement project ($564,030.50), Monroe, Louisiana. La. R.S. 37:2159 (B).
Ms. Hughes read the allegations against C W & W Contractors, Inc., and asked if a representative was present.   
Mr. Glen Warner and Mr. Mike Hancock appeared, were sworn in, and entered a no contest plea.    
A Motion was made by Mr. Lambert which was seconded by Mr. Clouatre to accept the plea.  The Motion passed.   


A Motion was made by Mr. Weston which was seconded by Mr. Lambert to fine C W & W Contractors, Inc., $1000.00 plus court costs and hiring a qualified electrician to complete the ongoing work.   The Motion passed. 
15. American Steelworks, Inc., Melrose Park, Illinois – Consideration of an alleged violation for bidding and/ or  performing commercial construction without possessing a Louisiana State contractor’s license, at but not limited to, L.S.U. Health Sciences Center project ($255,290.00), New Orleans, Louisiana.  La. R.S. 37:2160 (A)(1).
Ms. Hughes read the allegations against American Steelworks, Inc., and asked if a representative was present.  
Mr. Mark Frilot, attorney, appeared on behalf of American Steelworks, Inc. and denied the allegations.   
Ms. Laborde called Mr. Lynwood Allemore, Residential Supervisor, to the stand.  

Mr. Allemore briefed the Board of his findings.     

Ms. Laborde reviewed the exhibit book with Mr. Allemore, and asked that it be entered into the record.

Judge White accepted the exhibit book into the record.  
Mr. Frilot made a statement to the Board.   

A Motion was made by Mr. Clouatre which was seconded by Mr. Stuart to dismiss the matter against American Steelworks, Inc.  The Motion passed.      
16.
Develop USA, LLC, Lake Charles, Louisiana – Consideration of an alleged violation for bidding and/or performing commercial construction without possessing a Louisiana State contractor’s license, at but not limited to, McNeese Memorial Plaza project ($284,887.56), Lake Charles, Louisiana.  La. R.S. 37:2160 (A)(1). 

Item has been continued.  
17.
Southwestern Services, Forth Worth, Texas -  Consideration of an  alleged violation for bidding and/or performing commercial construction without possessing a Louisiana State contractor’s license, at but not limited to, Pizza Hut project ($139.894.00), 9880 Bluebonnet, Baton Rouge, Louisiana.  La. R. S. 37:2160 (A)(1). 
Ms. Hughes read the allegations against Southwestern Services and asked if a representative was present.  
Ms. Sherri Morris, attorney, appeared on behalf of Southwestern Services and presented the Board with a settlement offer, which was denied.  Ms. Morris then asked that the matter be continued.  
A Motion was made by Mr. Clouatre which was seconded by Mr. Walker to continue the matter against Southwestern Services.  The Motion passed.      
18. T.R.E.S. Mechanical, LLC, Port Allen, Louisiana – Consideration of an alleged violation and for bidding and/or performing commercial construction without possessing a Louisiana State contractor’s license, at but not limited to, West Feliciana Parish Hospital Supply Room Renovation project ($20,500.00), St. Francisville, Louisiana. La. R.S. 37:2160 (A)(1).
Ms. Hughes read the allegations against T.R.E.S. Mechanical, LLC and asked if a representative was present.   
Mr. Lane Ashford appeared, was sworn in, and entered a no contest plea.    
A Motion was made by Mr. Meredith which was seconded by Mr. Gallo to accept the plea.  The Motion passed.   


A Motion was made by Mr. Meredith which was seconded by Mr. Gallo to allow T.R.E.S. Mechanical, LLC to accept the terms of the Act 725 settlement offer.   The Motion passed.
19.
D & C Energy Services, Linden, Texas – Consideration of  an alleged violation for bidding and/or performing commercial construction without possessing a Louisiana State contractor’s license, at but not limited to, Wal-Mart Sam’s Club – Fueling #4837-00 project ($44,000.00), Denham Springs, Louisiana.  La. R.S. 37:2163 (A)(4).
Ms. Hughes read the allegations against D & C Energy Services and asked if a representative was present.   
Mr. Don Chambers appeared, was sworn in, and entered a no contest plea.    
A Motion was made by Mr. Meredith which was seconded by Mr. Clouatre to accept the plea.  The Motion passed.   


A Motion was made by Mr. Meredith which was seconded by Mr. Gallo to fine D & C Energy Services $500.00 administrative costs.   The Motion passed.
E.
ACT 725 – SETTLEMENT OFFER(S):
1. J. A. Wheeler & Associates, L.L.C., St. Francisville, Louisiana – Consideration of an alleged violation for entering into a contract with an unlicensed electrical contractor, at but not limited to, The Highlands Bank project ($308,960.00), Jackson, Louisiana.  La. R.S. 37:2158 (A)(4).

A Motion was made by Mr. Gallo which was seconded by Mr. Clouatre to accept.  The Motion passed.     
2. J. Reed Constructors, Inc., Baton Rouge, Louisiana – Consideration of an alleged violation for entering into a contract with an unlicensed mechanical contractor, at but not limited to, West Feliciana Parish Hospital Supply Room Renovations project ($445,000.00), St. Francisville, Louisiana.  La. R.S. 37:2158 (A)(4).

A Motion was made by Mr. Gallo which was seconded by Mr. Clouatre to accept.  The Motion 
passed.     
3.
a)
Jetton General Contracting, Inc., Paragould, Arkansas – Consideration of an alleged violation for entering into a contract with an unlicensed plumbing contractor, at but not limited to, Wal-Mart Store #469 project ($1,338,567.00), Lake Charles, Louisiana.  La. R.S. 37:2158 (A)(4).



A Motion was made by Mr. Gallo which was seconded by Mr. Clouatre to accept.  The Motion passed.     

b)
Pistol’s Plumbing & Maintenance, Inc., Lake Charles, Louisiana – Consideration of an alleged violation for bidding and/or performing plumbing construction without possessing a Louisiana State contractor’s license, at but not limited to, Wal-Mart Store #469 project ($14,745.00), Lake Charles, Louisiana.  La. R.S. 37:2160 (A)(1).


A Motion was made by Mr. Gallo which was seconded by Mr. Clouatre to accept.  The Motion passed.     
4.
Ricky’s A/C & Heating, Lafayette, Louisiana – Consideration of an alleged violation for bidding and/or performing mechanical construction without possessing a Louisiana State contractor’s license, at but not limited to, 120 Red Robin Trail ($23,500.00), Lafayette, Louisiana.  La. R.S. 37:2160 (A)(1).

A Motion was made by Mr. Gallo which was seconded by Mr. Clouatre to accept.  The Motion passed.     
5.
Roth Bros., Inc., Youngstown, Ohio – Consideration of an alleged violation for bidding and/or performing electrical construction without possessing a Louisiana State contractor’s license, at but not limited to, Jo-Ann Fabrics & Crafts project ($21,800.00), Baton Rouge, Louisiana.  La. R.S. 37:2160 (A)(1).

A Motion was made by Mr. Gallo which was seconded by Mr. Clouatre to accept.  The Motion passed.     
7. Young’s Appliance Repairs, Jennings, Louisiana – Consideration of an alleged violation for bidding and/or performing mechanical construction without possessing a Louisiana State contractor’s license, at but not limited to, Basile Family Healthcare and Pharmacy project ($19,802.00), Basile, Louisiana.  La. R. S. 37:2160 (A)(1).
A Motion was made by Mr. Gallo which was seconded by Mr. Clouatre to accept.  The Motion passed.     
OLD BUSINESS

F.
COMPLIANCE HEARING/Continuance(s):
1. a)
Telejacks and Things, Inc., New Orleans, Louisiana – Consideration of an alleged violation for permitting its contractor’s license to be used by another when the other contractor does not hold a license for the classification of work for which the contract is entered, at but not limited to, 1820 Wellington Drive ($125,000.00), Marrero, Louisiana.  La. R.S. 37:2158 (A)(5).
Ms. Hughes read the allegations against Telejacks and Things, Inc and asked if a 
representative was present.   
Mr. Eric Lassair appeared, was sworn in, and denied the allegations. 
Mr. Ryan Batiste, son of the home owner, appeared and was sworn in.  

Ms. Laborde called Mr. Carl Bourque, Residential Supervisor, to the stand.  

Mr. Bourque briefed the Board of his findings.     

Ms. Laborde reviewed the exhibit book with Mr. Bourque, and asked that it be entered into 
the record.

Judge White accepted the exhibit book into the record.  
Mr. Lassair made a statement to the Board.   

A Motion was made by Mr. Clouatre which was seconded by Mr. Stuart to find Telejacks 
and Things, Inc. in violation.   The Motion passed
A Motion was made by Mr. Clouatre which was seconded by Mr. Stuart to fine Telejacks 
and Things, Inc. the maximum fine allowable and the issuance of six months of probation.  
The Motion passed.  
b)
Huda, LLC, New Orleans, Louisiana – Consideration of an alleged violation for constructing a residence and/or performing home improvements without possessing a State Residential Building License, at but not limited to, 1820 Wellington Drive ($125,000.00), Marrero, Louisiana.  La. R.S. 37:2167(A).
Ms. Hughes read the allegations against HUDA, LLC and presented the Board with a 
settlement offer.  

A Motion was made by Mr. Meredith which was seconded by Mr. Lambert to accept the 
offer.  The Motion passed.  

A Motion was made by Mr. Meredith to reconsider the previous action which was seconded 
by Mr. Clouatre.  The Motion passed.  

A Motion was made by Mr. Meredith which was seconded by Mr. Clouatre to decline the 
offer presented the  Board on behalf of HUDA, LLC.  The Motion passed.  
2.
a)
Lloyd Construction, LLC, Baton Rouge, Louisiana - Consideration of an alleged violation for entering into a contract with an unlicensed contractor to perform work, at but not limited to, Twin Peaks project ($100,597.97), Baton Rouge, Louisiana.  La. R.S. 37:2158 (A)(4).


Ms. Hughes read the allegations against Lloyd Construction, LLC and presented the 
Board with a settlement offer.  

A Motion was made by Mr. Fenet which was seconded by Mr. Badeaux to accept the offer.  
The Motion passed.  

b)
SLV, Dallas, Texas – Consideration of an alleged violation for bidding and/or contracting commercial construction to perform work without possessing a Louisiana State contractor’s license, at but not limited to, Twin Peaks project ($100,597.97), Baton Rouge, Louisiana.  La. R.S. 37:2160 (A)(1).
     Ms. Hughes read the allegations against SLV and presented the Board with a settlement offer.  


A Motion was made by Mr. Stuart which was seconded by Mr. Badeaux to accept the offer.  The Motion passed.   Mr. Fenet and Mr. Lambert objected. 
3.
Jack Hamilton, Metairie, Louisiana – Consideration of an alleged violation for bidding and/or performing commercial construction without possessing a Louisiana State contractor’s license, at but not limited to, 637 Westbank Expressway ($170,300.00), Westwego, Louisiana.  La. R.S. 37:2160 (A)(1).
Ms. Hughes read the allegations against Jack Hamilton and asked if a representative was present.  
Mr. Matthew McLarin, attorney, appeared on behalf of Jack Hamilton and entered a no contest plea on behalf of his client.

Mr. Jack Hamilton appeared and was sworn in.  

A Motion was made by Mr. Clouatre which was seconded by Mr. Stuart to accept the plea.
Mr. McLain made a statement to the Board.  


A Motion was made by Mr. and was seconded by Mr. to fine Jack Hamilton $500.00 and court costs.   The Motion passed.   Mr. Stuart objected.  
G.
COMPLIANCE HEARING(S) – RECONSIDERATION OF PENALTY:

1.
Donald Gerdon Allen, Slidell, Louisiana – On December 15, 2011, the Board considered an alleged violation for having problems relating to the ability of the contractor, its qualifying party, or any of its principal owners or principal shareholders to engage in the business of contracting, as demonstrated by their prior contracting business experience, at but not limited to, 315 Carondelet ($168,000.00), Mandeville, Louisiana.  La. R.S. 37:2158 (A)(9).

Decision & Civil Penalty Assessed at the December 15, 2011 Commercial Board: 

A Motion was made by Mr. Graham which was seconded by Mr. Weston to find Donald Gerdon Allen in violation.  The Motion passed.  A Motion was made by Mr. Stuart which was seconded by Mr. Walker to fine Donald Gerdon Allen court costs, and supervised probation until the current litigation is complete.  The Motion passed.   
Ms. Hughes read the previous actions against DONALD GERDON ALLEN and informed the Board that Mr. Allen had not been complying with his probation.   

Mr. Donald Allen appeared, and made a statement to the Board.  

A Motion was made by Mr. Gallo which was seconded by Mr. Weston to defer the matter until the June meeting.  The Motion passed.   
2.
Jita Homebuilders, LLC, New Orleans, Louisiana – On October 20, 2011, the Board considered an alleged violation for  permitting their contractor’s license to be used by another contractor, at but not limited to, 5309 Elmwood Street, Metairie, Louisiana and 580 East Marlin Court (Total $209,500.00), Gretna, Louisiana.

Decision & Civil Penalty Assessed at the October 20, 2011 Commercial Board:
A Motion was made by Mr. Lambert and was seconded by Mr. Weston to find Jita Homebuilders, LLC in violation.  The Motion passed.  A Motion was made by Mr. Lambert and was seconded by Mr. Clouatre to fine Jita Homebuilders, LLC $1000.00, court costs and 6 months’ probation.  Mr. Badeaux objected.  The Motion passed.  
Ms. Hughes read the previous actions against Jita Homebuilders, LLC and informed the Board that Jita Homebuilders, LLC had not been complying with its probation.   

Mr. Keith Carter appeared and made a statement to the Board.   

A Motion was made by Mr. Meredith which was seconded by Mr. Stuart to extend Jita Homebuilders, LLC’s probation for an additional six months.  The Motion passed.  
H.
COMMITTEE REPORTS:


1.
Report from the Staff 



Ms. Dupuy was absent.  Mr. McDuff reminded the Board of the financial disclosure due date.  

2.
Building Committee 



Mr. Graham was absent.

3.
Classification and Testing Committee 



Mr. Weston informed the Board that the committee had met and Mr. Clouatre 




would give a report.

4.
Legislative/Rules and Regulations Committee 



Mr. Gallo presented a Bill status report to the Board and outlined Bills of interest to the Board. 

5.
Act 725 Committee



Mr. Meredith had nothing to report.  

6.
Finance Committee 



A Motion was made by Mr. Lambert to accept the financial report as submitted.  Mr. Clouatre 


seconded the Motion.  The Motion passed.  
7.
Residential Building Committee 

Mr. Badeaux made a Motion to accept and ratify the actions of the Residential Committee of the 

April 4, 2012 meeting, which was seconded by Mr. Clouatre. The Motion passed.
I.
Consideration of residential licensure applications, and home improvement registration applications as listed and attached to the agenda.  (Pages 8-11) 

A Motion was made by Mr. Badeaux and was seconded by Mr. Clouatre to approve the residential 
applications provided all outstanding fines have been satisfied.  The Motion passed.  



A Motion was made by Mr. Badeaux and was seconded by Mr. Clouatre to approve the home 
improvement registrations provided all outstanding fines have been satisfied.  The Motion passed.  


A Motion was made by Mr. Badeaux and was seconded by Mr. Clouatre to approve the residential exemptions provided all outstanding fines have been satisfied.   The Motion passed.

J.
Consideration of commercial licensure exemptions as listed and attached to the agenda. (Pages 13-16)

A Motion was made by Mr. Clouatre and was seconded by Mr. Stuart to accept the commercial licensure 
exemptions.   The Motion passed.  
K.
Consideration of additional classifications as listed and attached to the agenda. (Pages 18-20)

A Motion was made by Mr. Lambert and was seconded by Mr. Walker to accept the additional 
classifications.  The Motion passed.

L.
Consideration of commercial applications as listed and attached to the agenda. 

· Pending All Requirements Being Met (Pages 22-27)
· Regular Commercial Applications  (Pages 28-30)

A Motion was made by Mr. Lambert and was seconded by Mr. Weston to approve the commercial 
applications pending all requirements have been met. The Motion passed.

ADJOURNMENT
A Motion was made by Mr. Lambert and was seconded by Mr. Walker to adjourn.  The Motion passed.  

The meeting adjourned at 1:36 p.m.




Chairman






Secretary/Treasurer
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